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Oregon Rules of Professional Conduct 

 

RULE 1.6 CONFIDENTIALITY OF INFORMATION 

(a) A lawyer shall not reveal information relating to the representation of a client unless the 

client gives informed consent, the disclosure is impliedly authorized in order to carry out the 

representation or the disclosure is permitted by paragraph (b). 

(b) A lawyer may reveal information relating to the representation of a client to the extent the 

lawyer reasonably believes necessary: 

(1) to disclose the intention of the lawyer's client to commit a crime and the information 

necessary to prevent the crime; 

(2) to prevent reasonably certain death or substantial bodily harm;  

(3) to secure legal advice about the lawyer's compliance with these Rules; 

(4) to establish a claim or defense on behalf of the lawyer in a controversy between the lawyer 

and the client, to establish a defense to a criminal charge or civil claim against the lawyer 

based upon conduct in which the client was involved, or to respond to allegations in any 

proceeding concerning the lawyer's representation of the client;  

(5) to comply with other law, court order, or as permitted by these Rules; or 

(6) in connection with the sale of a law practice under Rule 1.17 or to detect and resolve 

conflicts of interest arising from the lawyer’s change of employment or from changes in the 

composition or ownership of a firm. In those circumstances, a lawyer may disclose with 

respect to each affected client the client's identity. the identities of any adverse parties, the 

nature and extent of the legal services involved, and fee and payment information, but only if 

the information revealed would not compromise the attorney-client privilege or otherwise 

prejudice any of the clients. The lawyer or lawyers receiving the information shall have the 

same responsibilities as the disclosing lawyer to preserve the information regardless of the 

outcome of the contemplated transaction. 

(7) to comply with the terms of a diversion agreement, probation, conditional reinstatement or 

conditional admission pursuant to BR 2.10, BR 6.2, BR 8.7or Rule for Admission Rule 6.15. A 

lawyer serving as a monitor of another lawyer on diversion, probation, conditional 

reinstatement or conditional admission shall have the same responsibilities as the monitored 

lawyer to preserve information relating to the representation of the monitored lawyer’s clients, 

except to the extent reasonably necessary to carry out the monitoring lawyer’s responsibilities 

under the terms of the diversion, probation, conditional reinstatement or conditional admission 

and in any proceeding relating thereto. 

(c) A lawyer shall make reasonable efforts to prevent the inadvertent or unauthorized disclosure 

of, or unauthorized access to, information relating to the representation of a client. 

 

RULE 1.7 CONFLICT OF INTEREST: CURRENT CLIENTS 

 

(a) Except as provided in paragraph (b), a lawyer shall not represent a client if the representation 

involves a current conflict of interest. A current conflict of interest exists if:  
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(1) the representation of one client will be directly adverse to another client;  

(2) there is a significant risk that the representation of one or more clients will be materially 

limited by the lawyer's responsibilities to another client, a former client or a third person or by a 

personal interest of the lawyer; or  

(3) the lawyer is related to another lawyer, as parent, child, sibling, spouse or domestic partner, 

in a matter adverse to a person whom the lawyer knows is represented by the other lawyer in the 

same matter.  

(b) Notwithstanding the existence of a current conflict of interest under paragraph (a), a lawyer 

may represent a client if:  

(1) the lawyer reasonably believes that the lawyer will be able to provide competent and diligent 

representation to each affected client;  

(2) the representation is not prohibited by law;  

(3) the representation does not obligate the lawyer to contend for something on behalf of one 

client that the lawyer has a duty to oppose on behalf of another client; and  

(4) each affected client gives informed consent, confirmed in writing.  

 

RULE 1.8 CONFLICT OF INTEREST: CURRENT CLIENTS: SPECIFIC RULES 

(a) A lawyer shall not enter into a business transaction with a client or knowingly acquire an 

ownership, possessory, security or other pecuniary interest adverse to a client unless: 

(1) the transaction and terms on which the lawyer acquires the interest are fair and reasonable to 

the client and are fully disclosed and transmitted in writing in a manner that can be reasonably 

understood by the client; 

(2) the client is advised in writing of the desirability of seeking and is given a reasonable 

opportunity to seek the advice of independent legal counsel on the transaction; and 

(3) the client gives informed consent, in a writing signed by the client, to the essential terms of 

the transaction and the lawyer's role in the transaction, including whether the lawyer is 

representing the client in the transaction. 

(b) A lawyer shall not use information relating to representation of a client to the disadvantage of 

the client unless the client gives informed consent, confirmed in writing, except as permitted or 

required under these Rules. 

(c) A lawyer shall not solicit any substantial gift from a client, including a testamentary gift, or 

prepare on behalf of a client an instrument giving the lawyer or a person related to the lawyer any 

substantial gift, unless the lawyer or other recipient of the gift is related to the client. For purposes 

of this paragraph, related persons include a spouse, domestic partner, child, grandchild, parent, 

grandparent, or other relative or individual with whom the lawyer or the client maintains a close 

familial relationship. 
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(d) Prior to the conclusion of representation of a client, a lawyer shall not make or negotiate an 

agreement giving the lawyer literary or media rights to a portrayal or account based in substantial 

part on information relating to the representation. 

(e) A lawyer shall not provide financial assistance to a client in connection with pending or 

contemplated litigation, except that: 

(1) a lawyer may advance court costs and expenses of litigation, the repayment of which may be 

contingent on the outcome of the matter; and 

(2) a lawyer representing an indigent client may pay court costs and expenses of litigation on 

behalf of the client. 

 (f) A lawyer shall not accept compensation for representing a client from one other than the client 

unless: 

(1) the client gives informed consent; 

(2) there is no interference with the lawyer's independence of professional judgment or with the 

client-lawyer relationship; and 

(3) information related to the representation of a client is protected as required by Rule 1.6. 

(g) A lawyer who represents two or more clients shall not participate in making an aggregate 

settlement of the claims of or against the clients, or in a criminal case an aggregate agreement as 

to guilty or nolo contendere pleas, unless each client gives informed consent, in a writing signed 

by the client. The lawyer's disclosure shall include the existence and nature of all the claims or 

pleas involved and of the participation of each person in the settlement. 

(h) A lawyer shall not:   

(1) make an agreement prospectively limiting the lawyer's liability to a client for malpractice 

unless the client is independently represented in making the agreement;  

(2) settle a claim or potential claim for such liability with an unrepresented client or former client 

unless that person is advised in writing of the desirability of seeking and is given a reasonable 

opportunity to seek the advice of independent legal counsel in connection therewith;  

(3) enter into any agreement with a client regarding arbitration of malpractice claims without 

informed consent, in a writing signed by the client; or 

(4) enter into an agreement with a client or former client limiting or purporting to limit the right 

of the client or former client to file or to pursue any complaint before the Oregon State Bar. 
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(i) A lawyer shall not acquire a proprietary interest in the cause of action or subject matter of 

litigation the lawyer is conducting for a client, except that the lawyer may: 

(1) acquire a lien authorized by law to secure the lawyer's fee or expenses; and 

(2) contract with a client for a reasonable contingent fee in a civil case. 

(j) A lawyer shall not have sexual relations with a current client of the lawyer unless a consensual 

sexual relationship existed between them before the client-lawyer relationship commenced; or 

have sexual relations with a representative of a current client of the lawyer if the sexual relations 

would, or would likely, damage or prejudice the client in the representation. For purposes of this 

rule: 

(1) "sexual relations" means sexual intercourse or any touching of the sexual or other intimate 

parts of a person or causing such person to touch the sexual or other intimate parts of the lawyer 

for the purpose of arousing or gratifying the sexual desire of either party; and 

(2) "lawyer" means any lawyer who assists in the representation of the client, but does not include 

other firm members who provide no such assistance. 

(k) While lawyers are associated in a firm, a prohibition in the foregoing paragraphs (a) through 

(i) that applies to any one of them shall apply to all of them. 

 

RULE 1.9 DUTIES TO FORMER CLIENTS 

 

(a) A lawyer who has formerly represented a client in a matter shall not thereafter represent another 

person in the same or a substantially related matter in which that person's interests are materially 

adverse to the interests of the former client unless each affected client gives informed consent, 

confirmed in writing.  

(b) A lawyer shall not knowingly represent a person in the same or a substantially related matter 

in which a firm with which the lawyer formerly was associated had previously represented a client:  

(1) whose interests are materially adverse to that person; and  

(2) about whom the lawyer had acquired information protected by Rules 1.6 and 1.9(c) that is 

material to the matter, unless each affected client gives informed consent, confirmed in writing.  

(c) A lawyer who has formerly represented a client in a matter or whose present or former firm has 

formerly represented a client in a matter shall not thereafter:  

(1) use information relating to the representation to the disadvantage of the former client except 

as these Rules would permit or require with respect to a client, or when the information has 

become generally known; or  

(2) reveal information relating to the representation except as these Rules would permit or require 

with respect to a client.  
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(d) For purposes of this rule, matters are “substantially related” if (1) the lawyer’s representation 

of the current client will injure or damage the former client in connection with the same transaction 

or legal dispute in which the lawyer previously represented the former client; or (2) there is a 

substantial risk that confidential factual information as would normally have been obtained in the 

prior representation of the former client would materially advance the current client’s position in 

the subsequent matter.  

 

RULE 1.10 IMPUTATION OF CONFLICTS OF INTEREST; SCREENING 

 

(a) While lawyers are associated in a firm, none of them shall knowingly represent a client when 

any one of them practicing alone would be prohibited from doing so by Rules 1.7 or 1.9, unless 

the prohibition is based on a personal interest of the prohibited lawyer or on Rule 1.7(a)(3) and 

does not present a significant risk of materially limiting the representation of the client by the 

remaining lawyers in the firm. 

(b) When a lawyer has terminated an association with a firm, the firm is not prohibited from 

thereafter representing a person with interests materially adverse to those of a client represented 

by the formerly associated lawyer and not currently represented by the firm, unless: 

(1) the matter is the same or substantially related to that in which the formerly associated 

lawyer represented the client; and 

(2) any lawyer remaining in the firm has information protected by Rules 1.6 and 1.9(c) that is 

material to the matter. 

(c) When a lawyer becomes associated with a firm, no lawyer associated in the firm shall 

knowingly represent a person in a matter in which that lawyer is disqualified under Rule 1.9, 

unless the personally disqualified lawyer is promptly screened from any form of participation or 

representation in the matter and written notice of the screening procedures employed is promptly 

given to any affected former client. 

(d) A disqualification prescribed by this rule may be waived by the affected clients under the 

conditions stated in Rule 1.7. 

(e) The disqualification of lawyers associated in a firm with former or current government 

lawyers is governed by Rule 1.11. 

 

RULE 1.15-1 SAFEKEEPING PROPERTY 

(a) A lawyer shall hold property of clients or third persons that is in a lawyer's possession 

separate from the lawyer's own property. Funds, including advances for costs and expenses and 

escrow and other funds held for another, shall be kept in a separate "Lawyer Trust Account" 

maintained in the jurisdiction where the lawyer's office is situated. Each lawyer trust account 

shall be an interest bearing account in a financial institution selected by the lawyer or law firm in 

the exercise of reasonable care. Lawyer trust accounts shall conform to the rules in the 

jurisdictions in which the accounts are maintained. Other property shall be identified as such and 

appropriately safeguarded. Complete records of such account funds and other property shall be 

kept by the lawyer and shall be preserved for a period of five years after termination of the 

representation. 
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(b) A lawyer may deposit the lawyer's own funds in a lawyer trust account for the sole purposes 

of paying bank service charges or meeting minimum balance requirements on that account, but 

only in amounts necessary for those purposes. 

(c) A lawyer shall deposit into a lawyer trust account legal fees and expenses that have been paid 

in advance, to be withdrawn by the lawyer only as fees are earned or expenses incurred, unless 

the fee is denominated as “earned on receipt,” “nonrefundable” or similar terms and complies 

with Rule 1.5(c)(3).  

(d) Upon receiving funds or other property in which a client or third person has an interest, a 

lawyer shall promptly notify the client or third person. Except as stated in this rule or otherwise 

permitted by law or by agreement with the client, a lawyer shall promptly deliver to the client or 

third person any funds or other property that the client or third person is entitled to receive and, 

upon request by the client or third person, shall promptly render a full accounting regarding such 

property. 

(e) When in the course of representation a lawyer is in possession of property in which two or 

more persons (one of whom may be the lawyer) claim interests, the property shall be kept 

separate by the lawyer until the dispute is resolved. The lawyer shall promptly distribute all 

portions of the property as to which the interests are not in dispute. 

 

RULE 5.5 UNAUTHORIZED PRACTICE OF LAW; MULTIJURISDICTIONAL PRACTICE 

(a) A lawyer shall not practice law in a jurisdiction in violation of the regulation of the legal 

profession in that jurisdiction, or assist another in doing so. 

(b) A lawyer who is not admitted to practice in this jurisdiction shall not: 

(1) except as authorized by these Rules or other law, establish an office or other systematic and 

continuous presence in this jurisdiction for the practice of law; or 

(2) hold out to the public or otherwise represent that the lawyer is admitted to practice law in this 

jurisdiction. 

(c) A lawyer admitted in another jurisdiction, and not disbarred or suspended from practice in any 

jurisdiction, may provide legal services on a temporary basis in this jurisdiction that: 

(1) are undertaken in association with a lawyer who is admitted to practice in this jurisdiction 

and who actively participates in the matter; 

(2) are in or reasonably related to a pending or potential proceeding before a tribunal in this or 

another jurisdiction, if the lawyer, or a person the lawyer is assisting, is authorized by law or 

order to appear in such proceeding or reasonably expects to be so authorized; 

(3) are in or reasonably related to a pending or potential arbitration, mediation, or other alternate 

dispute resolution proceeding in this or another jurisdiction, if the services arise out of or are 

reasonably related to the lawyer's practice in a jurisdiction in which the lawyer is admitted to 

practice and are not services for which the forum requires pro hac vice admission; 

(4) are not within paragraphs (c)(2) or (c)(3) and arise out of or are reasonably related to the 

lawyer's practice in a jurisdiction in which the lawyer is admitted to practice; or (5) are provided 

to the lawyer’s employer or its organizational affiliates and are not services for which the forum 

requires pro hac vice admission. 
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(d) A lawyer admitted in another jurisdiction, and not disbarred or suspended from practice in any 

jurisdiction, may provide legal services in this jurisdiction that are services that the lawyer is 

authorized to provide by federal law or other law of this jurisdiction. 

(e) A lawyer who provides legal services in connection with a pending or potential arbitration 

proceeding to be held in this jurisdiction under paragraph (c)(3) of this rule must, upon engagement 

by the client, certify to the Oregon State Bar that: 

(1) the lawyer is in good standing in every jurisdiction in which the lawyer is admitted to practice; 

and 

(2) unless the lawyer is in-house counsel or an employee of a government client in the matter, 

that the lawyer 

(i) carries professional liability insurance substantially equivalent to that required of Oregon 

lawyers, or 

(ii) has notified the lawyer’s client in writing that the lawyer does not have such insurance and that 

Oregon law requires Oregon lawyers to have such insurance. 

The certificate must be accompanied by the administrative fee for the appearance established by 

the Oregon State Bar and proof of service on the arbitrator and other parties to the proceeding. 


